
Organizing our Union  

To Unite for Fully Funded Public Schools that Students Deserve 

“Each one of us decided to become an educator because we believe in our students and we believe in the promise and 

opportunity that a quality public education can provide them.   UTLA is a union of over 32,000 educators in Los Angeles 

dedicated to their students and their schools.   
 
We are continually working to improve public education through collective bargaining at our school sites, advocating for the 

schools LA students deserve, and joining together across the city and the state to ensure full funding for K-12 education.  

We played a critical role in restoring funding for our kids and our schools by passing Prop 30 four years ago and we are 

proud to be leading the way in Los Angeles to pass Prop 55 this November so our children can thrive.”  

-Betty Forrester, UTLA Vice President, Middle School Teacher  

“I support organizing our union with UTLA because we can both make a difference in our schools and unite with educators across 

Los Angeles to advocate for improvements for public education as a whole.  Fully funding our schools is critical to ensure we get the 

resources we need so that all students have the schools they deserve.  Being able to collectively bargain as a union will give us a 

voice in how funding is used to achieve the best learning and teaching environment across the Alliance.”   

—Edgar Hermosillo, Social Sciences Teacher, Alliance Burton Tech High School  

 

What is Prop 55? 

 

 Ensures continued funding for K-12 education and recovery 

from the massive budget cuts to education during the last 

recession; estimated to bring in $8-11 billion annually. 

 

 Does not increase tax rates on anyone. Rather the 

wealthiest Californians, individuals making over $250,000/

year and couples making over $500,000/year, will continue 

paying the same amount they are currently paying. 

 

 Provides up to $2 billion per year to give low-income families 

with children access to health care programs. 

 

 Extends Prop 30 funding, approved in 2012, by maintaining 

the current tax rates on the wealthiest Californians started 

with the passage of Prop 30.  

 

  Proposition 55 is on the ballot in CA this November.  

  

The quarter-cent sales tax increase that was a part of Prop 30 

will expire at the end of the year as planned when the measure 

was passed. 

  

What will happen if Prop 55 doesn’t pass? 
 
Budget forecasts show that if Prop 55 does not pass, public 

schools will lose nearly $4 billion a year. California already lags 

far behind the country ranking 46th in per-pupil spending.  

 

 

 

 

How has Prop 30 (the predecessor to Prop 55) benefited us at 

Alliance? 

 

Our schools receive state funding just like traditional public 

schools. Prop 30 has been successful in stabilizing the fiscal 

health of all publicly funded K-12 schools, which had been 

reeling from the Great Recession and years of underfunding. 

  

Over $53 million in revenue from Prop 30 has gone to Alliance 

schools as a whole since the 2012-13 school year 

(www.cde.ca.gov/fg/aa/pa/epa.asp).  

 

How can we know Prop 55 money will really go to education?

  

 Prop 55 revenues are put into a specific account called the 

Education Protection Account (EPA) that ensures monies go 

to local schools.   
 

 The Legislature cannot touch the EPA for other uses.  
 

 Requires local schools and districts to publicly account for 

how EPA funds are spent.  
 

 Authorizes criminal prosecution for any misuse of money. 

 

What can I do to support Prop 55? 
 
 Sign our open letter showing support for Prop 55 at          

tiny.cc/yeson55 and encouraging all members of the 

Alliance community to support the measure. 

 

 Contact us for materials to share with colleagues, neighbors 

and your community about Prop 55. 

UTLA Members Say “YES!” on Proposition 55— 
The Children’s Education and Health Care Protection Act of 2016  
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